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Why Borders, and When Are They Ethical?

Why national borders? This is one of the most
basic questions for exploring policies
and attitudes on immigration, protection
of forced migrants, citizenship, and the rights
of noncitizens. This colloquium will explore
this question and the implications of possible
answers. A starting point will be exploring
other sorts of boundaries that are part of our
lives. For example, it’s typically assumed that
some sort of boundary is legitimate
to regulate admission to study at a university,
even if people debate how those boundaries
should be drawn. Then: what would a world
without national borders be like? But if it’s
assumed that the world today is a world
of national borders, when might national
borders work for good? What would keep
national borders from covering up oppression
and cruelty? What would it take for national
borders to be what | call ethical borders?
Theanswers to these questions have
implications for many decisions about
the reception and treatment of noncitizens.

This colloquium draws on the opening
chapters of a book-in-progress, Ethical
Borders: Toward Fair, Realistic, and Sustainable
Immigration Policy, under contract
with Oxford University Press. A preliminary
version of some of the book’s ideas appeared
in 2020 in the Cornell Law Review as the article,
The New Migration Law.

Hiroshi Motomura is the Susan Westerberg
Prager Distinguished Professor of Law
and Faculty Co-Director of the Center
for Immigration Law and Policy at the UCLA
School of Law. He is the author of Immigration
Outside the Law (Oxford 2014), Americans
in Waiting (Oxford 2006), and he is the co-
author of Immigration and Citizenship: Process
and Policy (West gth ed. 2021). He has received
several university teaching awards and is one
of 26 U.S. law professors profiled in What the
Best Law Teachers Do (Harvard 2013). He
received a Guggenheim Fellowship for his
current book project, Ethical Borders: Toward
Fair, Realistic, and Sustainable Immigration
Policy (Oxford est. 2024). And perhaps most
significantly, he is featured in the Try Guys
video, The Try Guys Try Immigrating
to America.

Date 25 May 2023 (Thursday), 3.00-4.30PM (CEST time)
Venue Conference room, 2nd floor, Pasteura street 7, Warsaw, Centre of Migration Research
University of Warsaw + on-line (please register here for the Zoom link)

Language English

Arecording of the seminar will be available at the CMR website.
Convenors Witold Klaus, Kateryna Krakhmalova, Agnieszka Radziwinowiczowna
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